
TENNESSEE’S  
LEATHER AND LEATHER PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 

 
 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Employment (Thous) 3.8 3.3 3.1 3.0 2.2 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.5 1.4 
% Change -13.28 -12.04 -6.22 -4.77 -27.58 -14.62 -8.69 -7.71 -3.46 -4.47 
           
Output ($Millions) 95 90 83 85 64 57 56 54 54 53 
% Change -5.00 -5.26 -7.78 2.41 -25.00 -11.27 -0.71 -3.48 -0.76 -0.86 
           
Avg. Wage ($Thous) 17.7 18.9 19.9 20.7 22.6* 23.2* 23.5*    
% Change 4.7 6.8 5.3 4.0 9.2 2.7     
           
New Projects:           
Number of Projects 0 0 0 0 0 0 0    
Investment ($Mil) -- -- -- -- -- -- --    
New Jobs -- -- -- -- -- -- --    
           
Expansions:           
Number of Projects 8 8 3 3 2 1 3    
Investment ($Mil) 2.9 2.6 62.5 2.0 4.2 W 0.45    
New Jobs 140 127 37 11 17 0 12    
           
Exports ($Mil) 35.4 27.6 37.4 27.0 41.0 35.2 35.6    
% Change -10.7 -22.0 35.5 -27.8 51.8 -14.1 1.1    
*Average wage based on NAICS..  2003 projected from 1st quarter 2003 data.  This industry also includes wages for the manufacture 
of leather substitutes (rubber, plastics, textiles). 
W – Withheld to avoid disclosure of confidential investment 
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TOP TWENTY EMPLOYERS 
 

Company City County Employees 
Genesco Inc. Nashville Davidson 1,200 
Lesportsac Inc. Dandridge Jefferson 350 
Texas Boot Co. Nashville Davidson 350 
Texas Boot Co. Waynesboro Wayne 190 
Hartmann Inc. Lebanon Wilson 180 
Texas Boot Co. Hartsville Trousdale 170 
Dan Post Boot Co. Waverly Humphreys 150 
Altama Delta Corp. Lexington Henderson 135 
Big Horn Inc. Chattanooga Hamilton 100 
Volunteer Leather Milan Gibson 100 
Tom James Co. Franklin Williamson 80 
Reinsman Equestrian Products Inc. Cleveland Bradley 55 
Fabtron Inc. Maryville Blount 40 
Simco Longhorn Leather Chattanooga Hamilton 40 
S&S Garment Atwood  Carroll 35 
Lea-Wayne Knitting Mills Inc. Morristown Hamblen 30 
Tucker Saddlery Inc. Memphis Shelby 25 
American Saddlery Inc. Chattanooga Hamilton 23 
Coey Tanning Co. Inc. Wartrace Bedford 21 
Avery Outdoors Inc. Memphis Shelby 20 

 
 


